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HAZARDOUS  WASTE  MANAGEMENT 
Public  Meetings 

Hazardous  wastes  are  the  particularly  , 
dangerous  discards  of  any  highly  indus¬ 
trialized,  technology -based  society.  These 
wastes  are  the  toxic  chemical,  biological, 
radioactive,  flammable  and  explosive  by¬ 
products  generated  primarily  by  the  Na¬ 
tion’s  extractive,  conversion,  and  other 
process  industries  as  well  as  Federal 
facilities.  Growing  industry  production, 
bans  and  cancellations  of  toxic  sub¬ 
stances,  and  the  effectiveness  of  air  and 
water  pollution  controls  (along  with 
ocean  diuniung  restrictions)  are  increas¬ 
ing  the  pressure  for  hazardous  waste  dis¬ 
posal  to  the  land.  The  generation  rate 
for  nonradioactive  hazardous  wastes  is 
estimated  at  well  over  10  million  tons 
yearly  and  increasing.  At  present.  Fed¬ 
eral,  State,  and  local  regulations  dealing 
with  the  treatment  and  disposal  of  non¬ 
radioactive  hazardous  wastes  are  gen¬ 
erally  spotty  or  nonexistent.  Considera¬ 
tion  is  currently  being  given  in  Congress 
to  new  legislation  providing  more  posi¬ 
tive  control  over  hazardous  wastes. 

In  order  to  gain  a  better  National  per- 
sp>ective  on  needed  guidance  for  the 
proper  management  of  hazardous  wastes, 
and  pursuant  to  Section  204  of  the  Solid 
Waste  Disposal  Act,  as  amended,  wherein 
the  Administrator' may  gather  and  dis¬ 
seminate  information  and  recommen¬ 
dations  on  waste  management  issues, 
notice  is  hereby  given  of  four  public 
meetings  to  solicit  information  as  to  the 
scope  and  nature  of  the  hazardous  waste 
^  management  problem  and  related  topics. 
The  meetings  will  begin  at  8:30  a.m., 
December  2,  1975,  at  the  Gateway  Motel, 
Newark,  N.J.;  December  4,  1975,  at  the 
O’Hare-Kennedy  Expressway  Holiday 
Inn,  Rosemont,  Illinois;  December  9, 
1975,  at  the  Holiday  Inn-Medical  Center, 
Houston,  Texas;  and  December  11,  1975, 
at  the  Sheraton-Fisherman's  Wharf,  San 
Francisco,  California.  A  second  day  may 
be  scheduled  at  each  location  shotild  the 
response  warrant. 

The  purpose  of  each  meeting  is  to  so¬ 
licit  public,  industry,  labor,  and  other 
Federal  agency  comment  in  order  to  as¬ 
sist  the  Agency  in  determining  the  types 
and  character  of  any  advice  and  guid¬ 
ance  which  should  be  developed  for  the 
environmentally  safe  management  of 
hazardous  wastes.  Members  of  the  inter¬ 
ested  public,  representatives  of  industrial 
firms  that  generate  as  well  as  those  that 
treat  and  dispose  of  these  wastes,  labor 


imions  representing  individuals  who 
work  with  such  wastes,  and  Federal 
agencies  are  wrged  to  attend  and  respond 
to  any  or  all  of  the  Discussion  Topics 
listed  below  as  well  as  any  other  issues 
of  concern. 

The  meetings  are  open  to  the  public 
and  will  be  conducted  by  a  panel  from 
the  Environmental  Protection  Agency. 
The  following  procedural  rules  will  apply. 
The  Chairman  of  the  panel  is  empowered 
to  conduct  the  meeting  in  a  manner  that 
in  his  judgment  will  facilitate  the  orderly 
conduct  of  business,  to  schedule  presen¬ 
tations  by  participatnts,  and  to  exclude 
material  which  is  irrelevant,  extraneous, 
or  repetitious.  The  time  allotment  for 
oral  statements  shall  be  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Chairman,  but  shall  not  ordinarily 
exceed  15  minutes.  With  the  permission 
of  any  person  offering  a  statement,  ques¬ 
tions  may  be  asked  by  members  of  the 
panel.  At  the  discretion  of  the  Chairman, 
a  procedure  may  be  made  available  for 
presentation  of  pertinent  questions  from 
other  persons  to  participants.  Individuals 
with  prepared  statements  are  requsted  to 
bring  20  copies.  Persons  unable  to  attend, 
but  wishing  to  comment  on  the  Discus¬ 
sion  Topics,  are  invited  to  send  written 
comments  to  the  address  below  by  Janu¬ 
ary  31,  1976. 

A  transcript  of  the  meetings  will  be 
made  and  a  copy  of  the  transcript,  to¬ 
gether  with  copies  of  all  documents  pre¬ 
sented  at  the  hearings  and  all  written 
submissions,  will  constitute  the  record  of 
the  meetings.  A  copy  of  the  record  of  the 
meetings  will  be  available  for  public  in¬ 
spection  by  March  30,  1976,  at  the  U.S. 
Environmental  Protection  Agency,  Pub¬ 
lic  Information  Reference  Unit.  Rm. 
2404,  401  M  Street,  S.W.,  Washington, 
D.C.  20460. 

Anyone  desiring  additional  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  meeting  or  wishing  to  be 
placed  on  the  program  to  present  a  state¬ 
ment  is  requested  to  contact:  Mr.  John 
P.  Lehman,  Director,  Hazardous  Waste 
Management  Division,  Ofifice  of  Solid 
Waste  Management  Programs  (AW- 
565),  Environmental  Protection  Agency, 
Washington,  D.C.  20460,  telephone  (202) 
254-6837  or,  after  September  22,  1975, 
(202)  755-9185. 

Discussion  Topics 

1.  What  is  a  hazardous  waste?  What 
criteria  should  be  used  to  identify  hazardous 
vs.  non-hazardous  wastes?  What  are  proper 
methods  for  collection  of  waste  samples  for 
analysis?  What  analytic/laboratory  methods 
have  been  useful  or  efficient  in  analyzing 
wastes  for  characteristics  relevant  to  this 
decision  process? 

2.  What  responsibilities  and  liabilities 
should  rest  with  the  generator,  the  treater, 
and/or  the  disposer  of  hazardous  waste  for  its 


ultimate  environmentally  acceptable  dis¬ 
posal?  Who  should  bear  the  costs  of  assuring 
environmentally  safe  disposal? 

3.  For  which  wastes,  if  any,  should  (a) 
recovery  and  reuse,  (b)  incineration,  (c) 
chemical  treatment,  (d)  physical  treatment, 

(e)  biological  treatment,  or  (f)  land  emplace¬ 
ment  be  required?  For  which  wastes,  if  any, 
should  (a),  (b),  (c),  (d),  (e),  or  (f)  above 
be  prohibited? 

4.  Which  practices,  for  certain  specified 
wastes,  are  particularly  effective  in  detoxify¬ 
ing,  neutralizing  or  otherwise  rendering  such 
wastes  harmless? 

5.  To  what  extent  are  cost  data  available 
for  the  variety  of  processes  and  techniques 
useful  in  treating  and  disposing  of  hazardous 
wastes? 

6.  What  are  the  minimal  safety  and  secur¬ 
ity  precautions  for  hazardous  waste  treat¬ 
ment,  storage,  and  disposal  sites  (including 
packaging  and  containerization,  fire  safety, 
site  security,  employee  training,  incident  re¬ 
porting,  etc.)  which  are  necessary  for  envir¬ 
onmentally  sound  management? 

7.  What  provisions  fw  site  monitoring, 
recordkeeping,  and  reporting  are  necessary 
and  prudent  to  insure  the  integrity  of  haz¬ 
ardous  waste  storage,  treatment,  and  dis¬ 
posal  sites? 

8.  What  has  been  the  availability  and  price 
of  insurance  and  other  mechanisms  to  reduce 
the  risks  of  operation  to  operators  of  private 
hazardous  waste  management  facilities? 

9.  What  are  necessary  and  sufficient  re¬ 
quirements  to  assure  the  long-term  Integrity 
and  care  of  operating  as  well  as  closed  haz¬ 
ardous  waste  storage/disposal  sites? 

10.  What  are  feasible  methodologies,  if 
any,  to  set  limits  on  the  amounts  of  speci¬ 
fied  hazardous  wastes  permitted  to  be  em¬ 
placed  in  the  land  at  specific  sites? 

11.  To  what  extent  are  existing  transpor¬ 
tation  safety  regulations  and  definitions  use¬ 
ful  and  sufficient  to  govern  the  transport 
(both  Interstate  and  Intrastate)  of  hazardous 
wastes,  as  distinguished  from  substances? 

12.  To  what  degree  should  labeling  and 
placarding  of  waste  shipments  be  required? 
What  are  the  most  effective  and  accepted 
systems  for  such  labeling  and  placarding? 

13.  To  what  extent  are  the  damages  or 
costs  of  improper  hazardous  waste  manage¬ 
ment  evident?  To  what  extent  have  they  been 
investigated? 

14.  What  mechanisms  and  experiences  are 
effective  for  soliciting  citizen  acceptance  of 
hazardous  waste  management  facilities? 

15.  What  Federal  facilities  typically  gener¬ 
ate  what  tyi>es  and  amount  of  hazardous 
wastes? 

16.  To  what  extent  and  by  what  mecha¬ 
nisms  should  the  private  sector  be  Involved 
In  the  treatment  and  disposal  of  hazardous 
wastes,  especially  those  from  Federal  facil-i« 
itles? 

Dated:  September  11,  1975. 

Edward  Tuerk, 
Assistant  Administrator, 
for  Air  and  Waste  Management. 
[FR  Doc.75-24776  Filed  9-16-75;8:46  am] 
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